
your school, your community 

ACCS Continuous Professional 
Programme 2023/2024  

ACCS Briefing for Boards of Management & 
School Leaders – January 2024  



NCCA consultations – 
Have your say!!  
There are early enactment reviews going on for Phase 4 
subjects (History, Geography, Home Economics, Music, 
Maths)the link is currently open and the information 
pertaining to the consultation is available here:  

 

https://ncca.ie/en/updates-and-events/consultations/early-
enactment-review-of-junior-cycle-subject-specifications/.   

 

Encourage science teachers to engage with the NCCA 
consultation on the LC physics, chemistry and biology draft 
specifications? Closing date is 24/2/24. 

 

https://ncca.ie/en/updates-and-events/latest-
news/2023/december/consultation-open-leaving-
certificate-sciences/ 
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ACCS: CPD Schedule promoting a 
consistency of approach in governance 
matters across its member schools… 

Governance in Schools: Individual BOM Training available – contact 
Elaine in ACCS Head Office  
 
Training for Finance Sub-Committees – Wednesday 31st January from 
7.00pm to 8.00pm (FSSU)  
 
FSSU - Newly Appointed Principals Training Webinar - Tuesday 20th February at 
4pm (approx. 1 hour). (Developing & implementing internal financial controls) 

 
ACCS Education SEN Conference – 28th February 2024 - Mullingar Park 
Hotel. 
 

3 



your school, your community 

Take One 
Programme  
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SNA Workforce: Focus Groups for Principals & Deputy Principals 
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On the Desk:  

• Anti Bullying Procedures – Bí Cinealta  

• Developing a Code of Behaviour Guidelines (Tusla) 

• Child Protection and Safeguarding Procedures for Schools 

• Recruitment Circular  

 

• Planning SEN Conference – DE and NCSE  

• Planning Convention 

• Patron Guidelines – Comprehensive Schools   
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Information Note TC 0001/2024 – Whole School Guidance  
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The purpose of this information note is to: 
 
• provide up-to-date information about WSG in the context of the Education Act 1998; 
• describe WSG with a focus on a school’s WSG programme and WSG plan; 
• outline the specialised and pivotal role of the guidance counsellor within WSG; 
• outline the role of the WSG team; 
• outline how the WSG team connects with other teams in the school; 
• contextualise WSG in the context of the national strategic framework on lifelong guidance and 

accompanying strategic action plan (2024-2030); 
• provide examples of some activities that may be included in a WSG plan to ensure all students 

have access to appropriate guidance and; 
• provide examples of some section headings that may comprise a WSG plan. 
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Teacher Supply 

 
ACCS Meeting (ACCS Head Office) January 2024 

• DE Officials  

• Turas Abhaile  

• Selection of C & C Schools invited to attend. 
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Key dates: Job-Sharing, Career Break & Secondment 
Teachers: 

• Applications for job-sharing & career breaks (including an extension) by 1st February for the 2024/25 school year 

• BOM required to issue a written notice of approval or refusal by 1st March 

• Applications for secondment (initial or extension) must be returned to the Department by 1st May for Department approval 

Special Needs Assistants: 

• Applications for job-sharing & career breaks (including an extension) by 1st March for the 2024/25 school year 

• BOM required to issue a written notice of approval or refusal by 31st March or in the case of a career break 1st April 

Teachers/SNAs not permitted to withdraw their application after 14th April or from when the replacement teacher’s contact 
has been signed whichever happens first. 

Note: 

Guidance on drafting a Job-Sharing, Career Break and Secondment Policy available in HR section on ACCS website. 

A detailed Info Bulletin will issue in early January. 
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Rental Agreements – Governance Manual – Appendix 10 
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CCTV Best Practice – Requirements  

• CCTV Policy 

• CCTV Signage 

 

Above available from Hilary and will be available on the website. 

 

Guidance note coming up shortly.   
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Reminders 

 

Garda Vetting: Responsibility re copy of disclosure to the vetting applicants once its 
completed. 

CP Training: Newly appointed principals and deputy principals  
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